
 

Alabama Children First 

Points Regarding HB1 & SB10  
 

 RE:  Alabama Vulnerable Child Compassion and Protection Act (V-CAP) 

 

1. According to the language in this proposed bill doctors, counselors, nurses, and therapist are 
required to violate the ethical codes by which they must comply.  

2. Specifically, this bill requires counselors, et al, to breach confidentiality which is required and 
assured by the American Counseling Association (ACA) Code of Ethics & the American School 
Counselor Association (ASCA) Code of Ethics. If the counselor breaches the confidentiality they 
will lose their license but if they don’t breach the confidentiality this bill requires that they be 
charged with a felony. 

3. The Alabama Board of Examiners in Counseling (ABEC) which issues Licensed Professional 
Counselor licensure endorsement requires professional counselors to adhere to the ethical 
codes. Curriculum from the Alabama State Department of Education also requires ethical codes 
be maintained.  

4. In general practice, counselors most often encourage clients/students who are minors to speak 
with parents. That alone is often the encouragement clients/students need to open up and talk 
with parents about concerns.  Thereby counselors often assist clients/students to open that 
door of communication with parents.  

5. Counselors, however, should provide a safe place for client/students to speak freely under the 
umbrella of confidentiality as they wrestle with concerns that fall in personal/social, academic, 
& career areas.  

6. As a result of the confidentiality clause in the ethical codes, trust can be established and 
maintained between client/student and counselor. This is a most important part of the 
counseling relationship.  

7. Specifically, if the counselor does not disclose confidential information the violation penalty in 
this bill for the counselor is a Class C Felony. A Class C Felony is a criminal charge and can result 
in 10 years of imprisonment. 

8. Please consider sending HB1 & SB10 back for revisions as this causes undue distress and 
interferes with  professional counselors of all types completing their jobs when working with 
children and adolescents.  


